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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY  siandacory Review
WASHIN(?TON, DC 20593 A * »— (‘35_6 # 'Lj‘—i}—lj‘

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C.
My dear Mr. President: \ . J

I am much concerned with legislation now under consideration
in the Congress because of its »potentia.l ﬁnp#ct on the security of the
Central Intelligence Agency and on the depa.rtments and agencies formmg
the intelligence community. A wersion of tlns legislation was passed
by the Senate last year as S. 1035 It is now to bg: consldered in the
House where hearings are lchnduled befnrn the Subcnmmittee on Man-
power and Civil Service of the Committee on Past O£f1ce and Civil
Service. The bill is designed to protect the civi.han employees of the
Executive Branch of the U.S. Government in the enjoyment of their .
constitutional rights and to prevent unwarra.nted Government invas'mn
of their privacy. Obviously I am in agreexnt;.nt with these aims but
not with some of the prowaions wl:uch in my npmnn,." ould be A

detrunental to the natmna.l secunty

Some of these provisiona would prevent us from mquu'mg mto o
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that it is essential to consider these matterscarefnl‘ly in'orfler to
assure an adequate personnel security progra.m and to cmmter the
efforts of hostile intelligence epera.tions c{ which our int:enigence
commaunity is the prime target. Putid exemptions 'cre given to
this Agency, the Federal Burean of Invoctigation, and the Nationa.l
Security Agency to enable partia.l utﬂi:ationof polygrayh examinationl
and psychological testing which are niso an integral part o! our perlonncl
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security program and Senator Ervin thc ‘ponlor of the Senate bill h

said to have taken the pooiticm that thou pu-tia.l mmpdons are adoqugte
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for our purposes. I disagree, but mo imporbnt uc( of the greatelt
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by any violation of the Act and to hoid hea.rings on t;.he complaint.
If the Board found that a violation had been committed or threatened
they would have authority to suspend the officer they considered guilty
of the violation or, in the case of a second offense, could order the
removal of the offending officer. Ag;in tho Bo;:d proceedings would
present formidable security problems particularly as _the Board is
required to report to Congress uiziually cmc@g the nature of all
complaints, the Board's de’;‘erxr;inationa and ordeft fe;tﬂiing therefrom,
and the names of all officers or employees with f;lpect to wham any
penalties have beeﬁ imposed. | \ |
In my opinion ‘the only assurance oi adequate protection for
sensitive intelligence information’ relatmg to the national security is \il
a complete exemption from any such bill for the F BI, Cla, NSA, and (,l
the other agencies of the intelligence ;orhxﬁmity. We are seeking |
such an exemption but we are reliably in.fonﬁed that tl%grél are strong

pressures to have the bill enacted in its present form. I am sufficiently

concerned to recommend that the full weight of the Executive Branch

be behind such an exemptlon.

A more detailed a.nalyms of thls legislahon is contamed in the
enclosed letter, the original of which was sént tq Mr.‘Rivers, the

Chairman of ﬂne Committee on Armed Service‘s._'a..n»:d- of ﬁhe CIA
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Subcommittee, on 25 September 1967, at ﬁis requesf.' The
Department of Defense shares my concern and has written to
the Director of the Bureau of the Budget stating their objections.
Since the Department of State is a principal recipient of most

highly classified intelligence information, I would assume that

the effect of the bill on its personnel programs would be a matter

of concern as well.

Re épectiully,

gsl Bicbard Helas

Richard Helms
Director

Encldaures -2
Letter to Chairman Rivers from the

Director of Central Intelligence,
dated 25 September 1967
S. 1035

cc: Secretary of State
Secretary of Defense
Director, Bureau of the Budget
_G¥airman, President's Foreign
Intelligence Advisory Board
Chairman, Civil Service Commission




